Name  ________________________________     Date  ________    Period /Day  ________                              Chapter 8 – Development - AP Psychology

Playing the Piaget Way (Cognitive Theory)
Directions - Use Piaget’s cognitive stages and identify the earliest stage in which a child might exhibit the behavior. List the concept that is involved in the scenario (#5 is the lack of a concepts)


	Scenario
	Stage
	Concept

	1. A child can explain that 3 x 2 represents three sets of two. 
	
	

	2. A child doesn’t sneak a cookie when his mom is outside because he thinks that she can see what he sees. 
	
	

	3. A child is asked to add 3 and 2. Using his fingers, he counts and answers “5”. Asked to then add 2 + 3, the child uses his fingers again to get the same answer.
	
	

	4. A child slips and bangs his head on a desk.  He promptly yells at the desk, “Bad desk!  You did that on purpose.”
	
	

	5. A child, named Robert, is given an AP Psych quiz.  When Kyle takes the quiz off Robert’s desk, Matt does not look for it.  He clearly believes the quiz no longer exists.
	
	

	6. A child is playing on the floor at home.  When a friend, who the child has never seen before, stops by the child begins to cry!
	
	

	7. A child uses his understanding of molecular movement to predict how a gas would behave in different conditions.
	
	

	8. A mother takes a toy from a child and puts it under a blanket. The child LOOKS for it.  The child even pulls the blanket off to get it.

	
	

	9. A child is given a choice between a tall glass of juice or a small glass of juice.  Both glasses have 8 oz. of juice in them.  The child says it doesn’t matter which glass they get because it’s the same amount!
	
	

	10. When given one cookie for a snack, the child begs for more! Her teacher breaks the cookie into two pieces and the child is happy!!!!
	
	



Directions:  Match the stages of cognitive development with the correct observations, thoughts and feelings, and beliefs by placing a letter on the line in front of the statements that match.  They can be used more than once.  

A.  Sensorimotor Stage

B.  Preoperational Stage

C.   Concrete Operations Stage

D.  Formal Operations Stage

________  1.  A child at this stage might cover his eyes and in doing so, believe that the scary Santa cannot see him.

________  2.  A child at this stage might feel frightened.  He/she might cry at this oddly dressed hairy

                        guy with a booming voice.

________  3.  A child at this stage might begin to recognize the inconsistencies in Santa’s appearance:  “How 

                       can there be so many Santas all over town?” or “Why are some Santa’s thin?”

________  4.  A child at this stage would observe a mass of bright red and white, deep booming sounds, a soft 

                       lap, and a tickly beard.

________  5.  A child at this stage would believe in the physical reality of Santa--that Santa lives at the North 

                       Pole and that he stays warm because he wears the red suit and boots, etc.

________  6.  For a child at this stage, belief in Santa’s existence is not an issue because they have no existing 

                       organizing schema in which to put him.

________ 7.  A child at this stage, think that Santa has the ability to watch over them and determine who is 

                       naughty and nice—this encourages a child at this stage to behave.  A child at this stage is 

                       excited about encounters with Santa and may create obnoxiously long lists of wishes that

                       he/she expects Santa to fulfill via his reindeer-drawn sleigh.

________  8.  A child at this stage will no longer believe in Santa, but may think it is important to 

                      continue the tradition because having developed conservation abilities will realize that the

                      number of presents will decrease if there are no “Santa” presents under the tree
.

Concepts Associated with these stages:


Object permanence       


Stranger/separation anxiety


Animistic thinking


Centration


Irreversibility


Egocentrism


Conservation


Mental Operations or mathematical transformations


Abstract logic/reasoning 


Theory of Mind





Stages


Birth to about 2 = sensorimotor


2 to about 6/7 = preoperational


7ish to about 11 = concrete operational


About 12 to adulthood = formal operational








� You know who you are!





