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A.P. Psych            Date  __________
Period/Day ________

Chapter 1 Part II:  Research Methods – Identify Stuff!!!
Directions:  Carefully read each description for research methods.  Identify the components of the research below each description.

1.  A group of college students was given a short course in speed-reading.  The instructor was curious if a monetary
 incentive would influence performance on a reading test taken at the end of the course.  Half of the students were offered money for obtaining a certain level of performance on the test; the other half was not offered any money.

Independent variable:  ___________________________________________________
Dependent variable:   ___________________________________________________
Experimental group:  ___________________________________________________
Control group:  ________________________________________________________
2.  A social psychologist thinks that people are more likely to conform to a large crowd than to a single person.  To test this hypothesis, the social psychologist had either one person or five people stand on a busy walking path on campus and look up.  The psychologist stood nearby and counted the number of people passing by who also looked up.

Independent variable:  ___________________________________________________
Dependent variable:  ___________________________________________________
Pre-test condition:  ___________________________________________________
Post-test condition:  ___________________________________________________
3. To test a new voice feature in a cockpit design, a flight simulator was used.  The simulator was programmed to give visual readings of flight information OR to give visual and auditory (voice) readings of flight information.  All test pilots were put through a simulated emergency landing procedure, but were randomly assigned to the visual OR to the visual and auditory condition.  Flight experts rated each pilot’s performance in the simulator on a scale of 1 (very poor) to 10 (excellent).

Independent variable:  ___________________________________________________
Dependent variable:  ___________________________________________________
Experimental group:  ___________________________________________________
Control group:  ___________________________________________________
How should the blind be applied to this study?  ____________________________________________________________________________
4. Dr. Imanut wants to examine whether a new slug drug increases the maze completing performance of older banana slugs.  Just like aging humans, older banana slugs have decreased memories for new information.  Dr. Imanut teaches two groups of older banana slugs to find a piece of tasty slug grub in the maze.  One group of banana slugs is given the new slug drug while they are learning the maze.  The second group is not given the slug drug.  One week after having learned the maze he retests the banana slugs and records how long it takes them to find the slug grub.
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Independent variable:  ___________________________________________________
Dependent variable:  ___________________________________________________
Experimental group:  ___________________________________________________
Control group:  ___________________________________________________
Control(s) :  _______________________________________________________
5.  A researcher wanted to know whether the number of people present would influence subjects’ judgments on a simple perceptual task.  In each case the other members of the group gave an incorrect answer.  The researcher then noted whether the subject conformed to the group decision.

Experimental confederates:  ___________________________________________________
Independent variable:  ___________________________________________________
Dependent variable:  ___________________________________________________
6.  A researcher wants to study the effects of sleep deprivation on physical coordination.  The researcher selected 45 male college students and deprived some of the subjects of either 24, 26, or 45 hours of sleep.

Independent variable:  ___________________________________________________
Dependent variable:  ___________________________________________________
Pre-test condition:  ___________________________________________________
Post-test condition(s):  ___________________________________________________
How could he have tested the dependent variable?  Operationalize a possible approach.

What are some potential issues the researcher may have with generalization?
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7.  A group of participants is asked to rate paintings on a 7-point scale (1 = poor and 7 = excellent).  All of the paintings are by the same unknown artist, but for half of the paintings the participants are told the name of a famous artist and for half they are told a name made up by the experimenter.

What is the probable hypothesis being tested by the experimenter?

               ___________________________________________________________
        Independent variable:  _____________________________________
        Dependent variable:  ______________________________________
8.  Participants in an experiment are given the choice of pelting another participant with either 1, 2½, 3, 4, or 5 frozen iguanas.  (This second “participant” is actually in on the experiment, and knows what is happening.  The iguanas… not so much.)  Just before the request, the participant being pelted with frozen iguana(s) has either insulted the real participant, or has complimented him.
What is the probable hypothesis being tested by the experimenter?

Independent variable:  _________________________________________________
Dependent variable:  __________________________________________________
What is an ethical concern with this experiment?  
____________________________________________________________________________________

A little known work by Michelangelo ↓








� $


� Games with social psychology:  get in an elevator with multiple friends and face the back.  See what happens when the next person enters.  I think you’ll be pleasantly surprised…





