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Video Analysis – “The Lobotomist”
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	Dr. Walter Freeman was an ambitious American neurologist. Hungry for fame, Freeman spent decades championing what would become one of the most infamous medical procedures of the modern era –       trans-orbital lobotomy. Considered by some to be a “monster” and by others to be a “saviour”, Freeman was, and remains, a controversial figure…


While the watching the video, answer the following questions:

1. Describe Dr. Freeman’s early experience at St. Elizabeth’s in Washington D.C.
2. Where did Freeman believe the symptoms of mental illness originated?

3. There were many treatments (called shock therapies) utilized in the asylums that have been deemed unethical by today’s standards.  Choose 2 that are mentioned in the video and briefly describe them.

4. What prompted Freeman to begin performing lobotomies? 
5. Who was Egas Moniz? What role did he play in Freeman’s rise to fame?
6. Why was Dr. Freeman able to conduct the first lobotomy in the U.S. without facing any obstacles?
7. In 1945 Freeman adapted his procedure, creating the trans-orbital lobotomy. 
A. Why did he need to change the original procedure of the lobotomy?  

B. Describe this procedure. 
C. How did the development of this procedure improve the situation for asylums/state mental hospitals?
8. How did Freeman use the press to bolster his image? Were his tactics successful? Explain.

9. Why did mainstream medicine go along with Freeman? 

10. Why did many proponents of lobotomy begin to abandon the procedure in the 1950s?

After watching the video, answer the following questions:

11. Like so many things in life, the story of Dr. Freeman and the trans-orbital lobotomy, is not black and white.  You heard both positive and negative claims about the procedure from families and even a patient.  In your opinion, was Dr. Freeman a saviour or a monster?  Defend your answer with information you learned from the video.
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