AP Psychology Chapter 8 - Development Guided Notes 
Physical Development
What is Developmental Psychology?  
Major issues/questions in developmental psychology:
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	Discontinuous/Qualitative Stages
	OR
	Continuous Stages

	· relatively discrete _________ through which everyone progresses from one stage of life to another
· usually ordered in a _________ sequence 
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"Why can't you take "I blame my
responsibility for upbringing."
your own actions?"




<insert drawing> 
Saltation:

	
	· __________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________
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	Critical Periods
	OR
	Sensitive Periods

	· concept suggests that the brain is set to acquire a function during a __________________________. 
· If key experiences do not occur during a critical time period, the function may not develop or may not be fully developed
    EXAMPLE:  ________________________
*In prenatal development, __________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

	
	· concept suggests that the human brain is primed to acquire a function during a ________  _________ of time but also possesses an ability to _________from early deprivation, if necessary.
EXAMPLES:  _______________________

	Nature
	OR
	Nurture

	HEREDITY
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ENVIRONMENT


Main types of nature v. nurture studies:
·  Identical/Monozygotic (MZ) twins– A pair who started life as a single fertilized egg which later split into two distinct individuals.  Have the same  ____________
·  Fraternal/Dizygotic (DZ) twins– A pair who started life as two separate fertilized eggs that happened to share the same womb.  Share ________ of their genes
·  Adoption studies- Studies in which the adopted child’s characteristics are compared to those of the biological family and the adoptive family
Main types of developmental methodologies:

· ____________________________compares groups of different ages at the same time.
· Useful for assessing age differences
· Not useful for examining age changes
· The problem is that each age group (cohort) has different life experiences
· ___________________________ compares same group at multiple time points.
· Not useful for examining how other cohorts behave
·  ___________________________ examine different age groups (cohorts) at multiple time points
· The best option, but requires a lot of funding and manpower

Physical Development   
Maturation -  ____________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Physical development terminology/stages:
	Periods in Prenatal Development
	Information/time span

	Germinal period

	1st two weeks after conception

Fertilized egg becomes implanted in uterus
______________


	Embryonic period

	3rd to 8th weeks of gestation

Development of central nervous system and organs
______________

	Fetal period

	from 9 weeks to birth

Rapid muscular development

Birth usually occurs at 40 weeks 


Other Important Prenatal Terminology –

Placenta:  _______________________________________________________________________________
Teratogens:  _____________________________________________________________________________

Neonatal (new born) Period:


Neonatal/Infant Reflexes:

· Rooting reflex:  ____________________________________________________________________________

· Sucking reflex:  Tactile stimulation of the mouth produces rhythmic sucking
· Moro reflex: __________________________________________________________________

Puberty Highlights -
Menarche:


Primary sex characteristics:


Secondary sex characteristics:

	Adulthood:  The down side (
	Adulthood:  The up side (

	
	


Menopause:[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.wmf]
More on teratogens


Fetal Alcohol Syndrome: If the mother consumes alcohol during pregnancy, the fetus is exposed to the alcohol, which can lead to abnormal _______________________ and to ______________________


Not entirely understood when this damage occurs


Seems most prevalent during earliest weeks of pregnancy





•Distinctive facial features: including small eyes, an exceptionally thin upper lip, a short, upturned nose, and a smooth skin surface between the nose and upper lip








